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In a story 4 In Your Corner first reported on in May, a Collier County woman is
taking action after becoming the victim of a bogus guardianship case.

Karen Federighi received a knock on her door in January 2016 from a court-
appointed attorney and a sheriff's deputy

"I am told that I am a ward of the state."

Guardianship cases normally involve a relative asking a court to be given
decision-making rights over another relative's estate, if that person can no longer
make decisions for themselves.
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Federighi says a jealous relative filed a guardianship against her.  The court
deemed her incapacitated to handle her finances, even though there isn't anything
wrong with her.

The legal proceedings drained Karen of all her finances, desperate, she moved
away.

"I finally escaped on November of 2016, a philanthropist saw my story internet
and wired me some money," said Federighi.
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Karen returned to Collier County, trying to get some justice of her own.

"My nursing career ended. my character totally assassinated."

Another Collier County woman, Peggy Dupree is suing the county as well.

But she didn't lose her estate, she lost her son.

She claims her autistic son was treated by a doctor without her knowledge.
When Peggy alerted authorities, she lost custody of her son.

Though Karen and Peggy's cases are different, they are joining forces to try and
stop what they say is a broken, corrupt system.

"It's not just about the money, it's about exposing how corrupt these
guardianships are, and how it exposes the vulnerable and the weak."

Karen says she has another lawsuit pending in Chicago against the relatives who
sued to get control of her inheritance in the first place.
Copyright 2018 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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